
Artists Biography: Dorothy Cross - Modern Artist 

 

• The artists we are going to look at today is called Dorothy Cross. She is considered one of Ireland's 

leading international artists. Cross was born in 1956, Cork, Ireland. The artist lives and works in 

Dublin today. She works with sculpture, film and photography. 

 

• Dorothy attended the Crawford School of Art in Cork before undertaking her degree at Leicester 

Polytechnic, England, from 1974 to 1977. She also studied at the San Francisco Art Institute, 

California, from 1978 to 1979. In 1982 she completed her MFA Degree in printmaking.  

 

• She has worked on several large-scale public projects, one of her most famous works called Ghost 

Ship (1998). In recent years, her practice has focused on nature and the ocean, working with 

maligned animals such as jellyfish and sharks; she also explored areas that weren’t accessible like 

sea caves or shell grottos. Dorothy has also represented Ireland at the one of the world’s biggest art 

exhibition called the Venice Biennales in 1993. 
  

 Artist’s Influence and inspiration 

• Pablo Picasso and Marcel Duchamp influenced Dorothy Cross, these artists have been utilising 

“found” materials both to create art and question the expectations of what art should be. They have 

drawn on the aesthetic forms and social role of objects for what they suggest and reveal, as signs of 

the wider culture they represent.  
 

 Subject Matter 

• Dorothy Cross examines the relationship between living beings and the natural world. A sense of 

place pervades her practice. Living in Connemara, a rural area on Ireland’s Wild West coast, the 

artist sees the body and nature as sites of constant change, creation and destruction, new and old. 

This flux emerges as strange and unexpected encounters. Many of Cross’ works incorporate items 

found on the shore, including boats and animal skins, while others reflect on the environment.  

 

 Picture One: 
        

   

One of her works called “Everest Shark”, focuses on the 

shark, an animal that evolved hundreds of millions of 

years ago and one that has been much maligned by 

humans.  
 

Her work called “Everest Shark” is based on a blue shark, 

which was supplied by a fishmonger in Northern Ireland. 

She made a model of that blue shark and cast it in bronze. 

Then she created Mount Everest on its back. This bronze 

sculpture was her way of examining time and the way humans perceive it. 

Sharks have existed for over 400 million years, and Everest rose from the bottom of the sea 60 million 

years ago. The arrogance of the human notion of time in relation to geological time is something that she 

challenges in her work. 

Picture Two: 

Dorothy Cross “Everest Shark” 2013 
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In this work called “Buoy”, the shark has been a recurring theme in Cross’s practice for a decade.  
 

Here we see the shark’s empty skin balanced on a painters easel, the underside 

of the skin has been gilded in precious white gold.  
 

Below which a thin slab of translucent rock that is soft that sits in the position 

of an expectant artists’ canvas, awaiting an act of creativity, awaiting life. 

 

  

 

Compare and Contrast: 

• While sharks recur in her work, it’s getting more difficult to obtain them now that killing shark for 

food is illegal in Ireland. Dorothy’s work uses these creatures to explore the world around her; “the 

relationship between the beautiful and the rugged and our attitudes to things” Dorothy Cross 

• Both pieces of art have organic approaches and feeling to the works. The works send a powerful 

message especially the second work of art as Dorothy exhibits a strong arrangement that indicates 

that there is mass over fishing in some ways you could say that she created this work to start a 

conversation to prevent the killings of sharks.  

• Artists use their own works of art to express their feelings on society to promote change and question 

the world we live in today. 

• The mediums used for both works are completely different. Cross cast’s the shark in bronze in the 

first work of art. Whereas, the second piece of art she uses real skin of a shark which is used for the 

finished piece. Cross had already prearranged the lay out for each work, she purposely did this 

because it coincided with the rest of the works in the exhibitions and to utilises the space also it 

makes the viewer question this and to give a response to the work of art. 
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Dorothy Cross, “Buoy”, 2014 
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